
 

 

~ 29 ~ 

 

The University Journal          Volume 3 Issue 1 2021      ISSN: 2519 – 0997 (Print) 

Representation of Disability in Media: A Study of Abled Differently 
Program 

Jackline U. Lidubwi1* and George Gathigi2 

1Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology  
2School of Journalism & Mass Communication, University of Nairobi  

*Corresponding Author’s E-mail: undisalj@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract 

This study sought to examine the representations of disability in the media focussing on the Kenya 

national broadcaster, the Kenya Broadcasting Corporation Television (KBC TV). Specifically, the 

study investigates how KBC TV’s premier program ‘Abled Differently’ is representing People with 

Disabilities (PWD). The study utilized mixed methods research design with the study population being 

‘Abled Differently’ program, as well as stakeholders in the disability movement. Non-probability 

purposive sampling was used to select 26 episodes of ‘Abled Differently’, and a purposive sample of 10 

key informants drawn from the production team of the program and stakeholders in the disability 

movement in Kenya. Quantitative data was collected using a content analysis tool and analysed using 

descriptive statistics. Qualitative data was obtained using interview guides and analysed thematically. 

Findings indicate that ‘Abled Differently’ program utilizes code-switching, sign language and subtitles 

which enables comprehension of program content, as well as guaranteeing a wider reach of the 

program. However, there is need for an increased critical angle towards framing stories on PWDs, 

with a potential of challenging myths about PWDs. The study concludes that the ‘Abled Differently’ 

program was KBC-TV’s own production, following an original concept, which affords it flexibility in 

determining the content to feature regarding PWDs. The program provides a big shift from the 

stereotypical portrayal of PWDs in the media and this can potentially promote more inclusive and 

tolerant societies. The study recommends that more stakeholders in the production of the program be 

engaged to give the program a diverse outlook on PWDs issues as well as more varied and critical 

content.  

Keywords: Representation, Television Framing, Persons with Disabilities, Public Broadcasting 

Introduction 

The representation of disability in the media continues to elicit debate (Ellis, 2015). This paper 

explores how the national broadcaster, Kenya Broadcasting Corporation Television (KBC TV), 

through its premier programme, Abled Differently, is representing Persons with Disabilities 

(PWDs). 

Disability stories can come in the form of hard news, features, editorials, investigative stories, 

letters to the editor, press releases, supplements, commentaries, and analyses. However, for the 

journalists to report these issues and for editors to include them in the dailies or electronic 

media, they need a clear understanding of the issues, the language to use, and the angles to 

adopt. In addition to referential meaning (which refers to the object being talked about) and 

social meaning (which shows the identity of the person making the utterance), there is also 

affective meaning (which allows for a variety of interpretations resulting from word choice, 

Cite: Lidubwi, J. U., & Gathigi, G. (2021). Representation of Disability in Media: A Study 

of Abled Differently Program. The University Journal, 3(1), 29-44. 
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intonation, and language (Finegan & Besnier 1989: 175). Affective meaning is processed 

through an examination of language choice, and it shows the feelings, attitudes, and opinions 

about a particular piece of information or about the context of the conversation. 

The media can open up an area of public discourse that could have passed unnoticed. The Daily 

Nation newspaper on Friday 8th August 2009, carried a story about an effort by a Member of 

Parliament to have the Persons with Disability Act 2003 amended to include albinos. The 

proposed amendment was a result of advocacy work undertaken by the Albino Society of 

Kenya and came at a time when albinos in Tanzania were being killed for ritualistic activities 

in the belief that their organs have power to give individuals prosperity. Unfortunately, that 

story was not given any prominence. Electronic media did not carry the story about the intended 

amendment. The media missed an opportunity to discuss the weaknesses of the Persons with 

Disability Act 2003 and to educate Kenyans on the importance of amending the Act. Through 

the media, the Member of Parliament would have been encouraged to bring substantial 

amendments to the Act. Equally, organizations working on disability did not draw citizens' 

attention to the intended amendment. Some of the strategies that can be used to have disability 

sensitive journalists include: training of journalists on disability reporting, enabling them to 

undertake investigative stories from politicians and communities, sensitizing PWD on how to 

engage with media, and networking media with organizations committed to disability issues. 

Such organizations might include human rights organizations. The effect of this might be an 

increase visibility of disability issues through responsible and sensitive reportage. There are 

many disability issues of interest to a well-sensitized media. 

Mainstreaming disability is one of the rights guaranteed not only by the Constitution of Kenya, 

but also the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability, and the African Charter 

on Human and Peoples’ Rights which Kenya is party to. While disability can be explained in 

a straightforward way using medical discourses, critical disability theorists recognise that 

disability is both socially and culturally constructed. Social and cultural models of disability 

have emerged in response to the dominating medicalisation of disability as a personal problem 

to overcome (Ellis, 2015). Although several social and cultural changes have taken place to 

improve the social position of PWDs since disability in media and culture came to the attention 

of disability academics and activists, the image of disability in media and culture has not 

changed (Darke, 2004; Gerber, 2012; Longmore, 1987).  

Theoretical Review 

The study is guided by the framing theory. According Price and Tewksbury (1997), the framing 

theory aims to analyse news story presentations. They posited that, “Framing focuses not on 

which topics or issues are selected for coverage by the news media, but instead on the particular 

ways those issues are presented, on the ways public problems are formulated for the media 

audience” (p. 184). For instance, as a researcher aiming to study how the media frame PWDs 

issues in Kenya will analyse the manner in which the media present this topic. This illustrates 

that frame research examines the manner in which the media present news topics. Put simply, 

framing is concerned with the presentation of issues reported in mediated news content; 

arguably an extension of agenda setting and priming that focus more on news story selection 

(Price & Tewksbury, 1997).  

The media are therefore in a position to shape the public image of persons with disabilities. 

The media can do so by increasing awareness about the situation of persons with disabilities 

among the public in Kenya. Further, they can promote positive attitudes towards children, 
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youth, women and men with disabilities and support the human rights of persons with 

disabilities. In addition, journalists can include and interview persons with disabilities in news 

and topical reporting, portraying them as part of the public. 

Research Design 

The study utilized the mixed methods research design. The quantitative phase enabled the 

collection of quantitative data on the representation of PWD in Abled Differently program. The 

qualitative phase collected data that helped to elaborate on the quantitative results obtained. 

Non-probability purposive sampling was used to select July to December 2016 as the study 

period. Twenty-six episodes of Abled Differentlycomprising a total of 702 minutes were 

selected. A purposeful sample of 10 members of the Abled Differently production team was 

drawn. These included producers, directors, presenters, script writers and reporters who were 

interviewed to provide in-depth information. Abled Differently program was coded in terms of 

basic programming data, languages spoken, who speaks in the program and representation of 

PWD. Interviews were conducted within a period of three months to obtain in-depth 

information from theAbled Differently production team.   

Results and Discussion 

Language used in Abled Differently Program 

For the assessment of language(s) used in the programming of the Abled Differently program, 

information was sought on which official or national languages were used and whether there 

was a mix of those languages in the program. In essence then, the study investigated whether 

the program used English, Kiswahili, or a mix of the two languages. Results indicate that in a 

majority of the programs aired, more than one language was used (96%), with English language 

only programs reported at 4% (see Figure 1). There was no reported usage of Kiswahili 

language only in the programs.  

 

Figure 1: Language Used in Abled Differently Program 

A number of issues can be drawn from findings on language use in Abled Differently program. 

Firstly, Kenya is a largely multilingual country with English and Kiswahili being the main 

languages spoken, with the former being the official language and the latter being the national 

language. Therefore, the mixing of both languages in the program is bound to increase the 

reach of the program. Although audiences in Kenya are varied in terms of language proficiency 

which can be attributed to access to education, systemic barriers in educational systems leads 

to further marginalization of PWDs (Shakespeare, 1994). Therefore, using both English and 

4%

96%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

English More than one Language



 

 

~ 32 ~ 

 

Lidubwi & Gathigi                                                               Representation of Disability in Media … 

Kiswahili would ensure that pertinent information regarding PWDs is accessed by many, 

regardless of their language proficiencies.  In an interview with the program producer, it was 

noted that the target audience of the program is not only PWDs but also those without 

disabilities. Therefore, code-switching is advantageous because it ensures that a larger 

audience is reached. 

One reporter however stated that although code-switching was prevalent, most medical terms 

in Abled Differently were presented in the English language. This may be disadvantageous to 

PWDs, especially children, who may not be familiar with those medical terms.  

Subtitles or Sign Language 

For the assessment of subtitles or sign language used in Abled Differently programming, 

information was sought on whether the program used sign language, subtitles, both sign 

language and subtitles, or neither sign language nor subtitles. Findings indicate that a majority 

of the programs (69%) used both sign language and subtitles, while only 31% utilized subtitles 

(see Figure 2). Sign language is used to cater for viewers who are Deaf.  

 

Figure 2: Subtitles or Sign Language used in Abled Differently Program 

The use of both sign language and subtitles further aids the comprehension of the program 

content. Indeed, Kyle (2007) notes that persons who are Deaf use the subtitles as a support to 

their comprehension while watching television programs. Subtitles have the potential of aiding 

the comprehension of program content among audiences without disability. According to 

Vaidyanathan (2017), viewers who find it difficult to understand a particular language used in 

television programming can benefit from use of subtitles. Subtitles can also assist 

comprehension among children so that they co-relate speech with written words. 

Interviews with reporters of Abled Differently program indicate that sign language was part of 

the delivery of the program. A reporter for the Abled Differently program stated: 

In every program aired there is always a sign interpreter for the TV audience. Some of 

the presenters use sign language too. 

We can, therefore, conclude that subtitles and sign language are an integral part of Abled 

Differently programming. Article 54 of the Constitution of Kenya states that a person with any 

disability is entitled to reasonable access to information and to use sign language, Braille or 

other appropriate means of communication and to access materials and similarly, to overcome 
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constraints arising from the person’s disability. The Communication Code further gives 

guidelines on the use of sign language and subtitles in programs aired on television such as 

news, national events, emergencies and educational programs. 

Gender of Characters Speaking in Abled Differently Program 

The study identified the gender of characters speaking in Abled Differently program. This 

included anyone who participated in the program and who spoke. Categories singled out were 

male, female and transgender. Findings indicate that 53% of the characters speaking in the 

program are male while 47% of them are female (see Figure 3).  

 

Figure 3: Gender of Characters Speaking in Abled DifferentlyProgram 

The findings agree with conclusions made by Gober and Nastasia (2015) who noted that men 

were better represented in public television programming in Kenya. We can therefore conclude 

that Abled Differently program has a very fair representation of gender. However, there was no 

indication of transgender characters. This could stem from the fact that transgender orientation 

is stigmatized in the Kenyan society and speaking openly about this orientation may pose a 

challenge especially on public television. 

Speaker’s Name in Abled Differently Program 

The study sought to find out if the characters speaking in Abled Differently program were 

identified by name. Results indicate a majority of the characters speaking in the program were 

referred to by their first name and surname (55.7%) (see Table 1). A slim majority of the 

characters were referred to by one name, that is first name (8.2%) and second name (4.9%). 

However, some characters speaking in the program were not referred to by name (31.1%).  
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Reference to Speaker’s Name in Abled Differently Program 

Name Frequency Percent 

People in the program refer to that person by her/his first 

name 20 8.2 

People in the program refer to that person by her/his 

surname 12 4.9 

People in the program refer to that person both by her/his 

first name and surname 136 55.7 

People in the program don’t refer to that person by either 

his/her name or surname 76 31.1 

Total 244 100 

We can infer that, to a large extent, the use of names in Abled differently helps focus attention 

on the person speaking and not the impairment. In an interview, the program producer noted 

that: 

We try to avoid using descriptive phrases to refer to children with disability. Rather, we 

use their name. For example, instead of saying ‘deaf girl’ or ‘blind person’ we say ‘Jane, 

who is Deaf’ or ‘John, who is Blind’”. 

Professional Title of who Speaks 

Information was sought on whether the person speaking was referred to in terms of their 

profession. Coders were asked to indicate whether (i) they knew the professional title of the 

person speaking and other people in the program referred to that person by their title, (ii) 

whether they knew the professional title of the person but other people in the program do not 

refer to that person by their title, and (iii) whether they did not know the professional title of 

the person speaking and other people in the program did not refer to that person by their title.   

Findings indicate that the person speaking was referred to by their professional title (30.8%) 

(see Table 2). However, 22.0% of the persons speaking were not referred to by title, though 

the title was known. The coders, however, did not know the professional title for a majority of 

the speakers (44.8%) and they were not referred to by their title in the program either.  

Feedback on Professional Title 

Professional Title Frequency Percent 

Other people in the program refer to that person by his/her title 77 30.8 

Other people in the program don’t refer to that person by his/her title 55 22 

Other people in the program don’t refer to that person by his/her title 112 47.2 

Total 244 100 

We can infer that, the Abled Differently program, to a small extent, makes effort to identify 

PWDs by their professional titles. Identifying speakers by their professional titles is 

empowering because the professionals serve as a role model to other PWDs in the society. 

Thomas (2009) notes that since media has the power to alter society’s attitudes, representation 

of PWDs as professionals in the society can help reduce the prevalent stigma. 
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Type of Disability 

To determine whether the type of disability in the Abled Differently program, coders were 

required to establish whether the type of disability was clearly stated. Clear in this case means 

– the disability can be seen obviously or is an important part of the story or the protagonist’s 

role in the program. The results indicated that in the majority of the cases (57%) the disability 

was not clearly stated while in 43% of the cases it was clearly stated (see Figure 4). Interviews 

with the reporters of Abled Differently program reveal not stating disability clearly could be as 

a result of the editorial policy that aims to focus on the person speaking and not the disability.  

 

 

Figure 4: Frequency Results on Type of Disability 

Images in Abled Differently Program 

Information was sought on the type of images in Abled Differently program. The coders were 

required to identify images as either non-sensationalist or symbolic pictures. Data indicates 

there was parity in the images that appeared in the program, with 51% being non-sensationalist 

and 49% being symbolic (see Figure 5).  

 

Figure 5: Images in Abled Differently program 
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Although Darke (2004), Gerber (2012) and Longmore (1987) note that the image of disability 

in media has not changed much, there is a notable difference in the images presented in the 

Abled Differently program, with a majority of the images being non sensational. Non-

sensational framing of PWDs has the potential of mainstreaming PWD issues in the society. In 

an interview, a disability rights activist stated: 

This program has brought across various capabilities PWDs have that the public would 

otherwise have ignored. It gives different perspectives of lives lived, challenges and wins 

that PWDs engage with on a daily basis thus playing an important role of creating 

awareness and removing longstanding prejudice against PWDs. 

A number of scholars in the area of mass communication are in agreement that the depiction 

of disability in the media plays a major role in forming public perception of disability. 

Perceptions created by the media informs the way people with disabilities are treated in the 

wider society (Sanchez, 2010; ILO,2010; Catlet,1993). The media have been cited as a key site 

for the reinforcement of negative images and ideas in regard to people with disabilities. 

Moreover, when PWDs appear in media, they are portrayed in a stigmatizing and stereotyped 

way, appearing either as superheroes or as objects of pity and compassion.  

Source of Story in Abled Differently Program 

To establish the sources of stories in the Abled Differently program, information was sought on 

whether the sources of the stories were (i) victims interviewed, (ii) ordinary people (iii) 

authorities (for example police or government officials), and (iv) health officers. Findings 

indicate that the majority of sources were ordinary people (50.3%) (see Table 4.3). PWDs as 

sources of information accounted for 45% of the cases, while another 4.7% were the 

authorities.  

Table 1: Frequency Results on Source of the Able Differently Program Episodes 

Source of story Frequency Percentage 

PWDs interviewed 76 45 

Able bodied 85 50.3 

Authorities 8 4.7 

Total 169 100 

In an interview, a reporter for the Abled Differently reporter stated: 

We work closely with various organizations who deal with disability issues as the main 

source of our news such as Andy. We also work with nominated members of parliament, 

national council for persons with disability, and other institution’s that cater for children 

with disability such as Joytown and KISE.  

In another interview, a disability rights activist said: 

Raising of awareness and advocacy is key, normalizing the lives of PWDs through case 

studies helps the public begin to understand and be willing to lend a hand or treat PWDs 

with dignity wherever they encounter them. When I was growing up I kept wondering if 

there are other PWDs, just watching a PWDs doing something is an inspiration. 
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We can infer that Abled Differently program relies on stakeholders as their source of 

information about PWD related issues. This gives credibility to the stories presented because 

the sources of information for those narratives are credible. This corresponds with the findings 

of Bittner (2003) that media in competition will sometimes take the extra initiative to explore 

an issue in depth rather than be satisfied with superficial information. 

Content of Abled Differently Program 

Regarding the content of the Abled Differently program, episodes were analysed in terms of 

the content area they focused on. Results indicate that health/wellbeing/medicine was the 

most featured content at 30.77%, followed by variety show feature, at 26.92% (see Table 

4.4). Education/learning and arts/culture content both tied at 15.4%. Content that was least 

featured is Family/relationships, at 3.9%.  

Table 2: Genre of the Program 

Content of the program Frequency Percentage 

Variety show feature 7 26.9 

Arts/ culture 4 15.4 

Education/learning 4 15.4 

Family/relationship 1 3.9 

Health/wellbeing/ medicine 8 30.8 

Political/social satire/current affairs 2 7.7 

Total 26 100 

Interviews with disability rights activists indicate content in Abled Differently program 

includes advocacy, articles of law relevant to PWDs such as the PWD act and UNCRPD, 

empowerment of different individuals, exposing talent of persons, and mentorship to PWDs. 

Other interviewees said that the program served as a platform for sending messages about 

their ability and the need to give opportunity to PWDs. 

We can infer that Abled Differently is partially diversified with many topic areas such as health, 

wellbeing, medicine, education learning, arts, culture, family, relationships. This indicates that 

the Abled Differently program explored diverse interests of PWDs and did not limit itself to the 

common stereotypes about PWDs needing help or assistance.  

However, the program still featured health/wellbeing/medicine content predominantly. 

According to Rosenthal & Kanter (2016), PWDs constitute a significant population, but they 

are often subject to discrimination or exclusion from basic services such as health. As a result, 

People with Disabilities experience poorer health than people without disability. Therefore, 

predominantly featuring addresses the gap in provision of medical information to PWDs. We 

can also note that some content areas like family and relationships were only rarely included 

in programming. 

Treatment in Abled Differently Program 

Information was sought on treatment in Abled Differently program. Treatment was the 

evaluation of the manner in which the story presented in the program was written, and this is 

not to be confused with the subject of the story. Most stories relating to PWDs in Abled 

Differently program are presented as general news 59%, commentary or criticism 23%, and 

reflective 18% (see Figure 6).  
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Figure 6: Frequency Results on Treatment 

In interviews conducted, one reporter stated: 

There are various stereotypes that I encounter especially regarding children with 

disabilities. They are considered: rude, lazy, slow, unable to grasp content covered in 

school and their needs are very expensive to cater, hence the notion to deprive them 

access to service and opportunities such as healthcare and education. As a member of the 

production team, I present the stereotypes in a positive manner contrary to the view of 

the society. For instance, a topic which is covering education, a scene can be shot where 

the child is engaging in a school activity either at home or in a school environment. I try 

also to bring out limitations that hinders the child from performing well or better than the 

others due to absence of essential facilities that may be of assistance to the child for 

instance ramps which enable the child access to different areas of the school just like the 

others. 

We can infer that the prevalence of general news indicates a broad interaction with various 

disability stakeholders. Although Okwemba (2010) conducted a study in Kenya and noted that 

media portrayed PWDs in a manner that gravitates them towards being stigmatized by the 

wider society, reporters from Abled Differently program interviewed noted that they try to 

reduce stereotypical representation of PWDs. They noted that they framed stories of PWDs to 

emphasize on their ability and focusing on the person before the disability. We can further infer 

that there is a growing critical angle towards framing stories on PWDs. In the long run, this 

treatment can help challenge stereotypes regarding PWD and help in empowering the PWDs. 

Tone 

The study sought to establish the tone used in the Abled Differently program. Tone was 

identified as either optimistic, neutral, pessimistic, or advocating for change. The results 

indicate that optimistic tone accounted for 45%, advocating for change accounted for 31% 

while neutral tone accounted for 25% (7).  
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Figure 7: Frequency Results on Tone 

In the interviews conducted, a disability right activist stated: 

I think the program does a great job in representing issues of PWDs using the right 

language, there might be incidences where “hero” language is used but overall, the 

presenters are always on-point in passing information across in respectable language. 

Although Njogu (2007) notes that a majority of stories on PWDs in Kenya use words that create 

the impression of helplessness and hopelessness, results suggest that the Abled Differently 

program strives to present the story of PWDs in an optimistic manner. Indeed Barnes (1992) 

states that PWDs are tired of being statistics, cases, wonderfully courageous examples to the 

world, and pitiable objects to stimulate funding (Barnes, 1992). 

Role in Program 

To ascertain the representation of PWDs in Abled Differently, the study monitored roles of 

people identified as speaking characters in the program. The speaking characters were coded 

as falling into one of the following categories: television's presenter, television presenter's 

assistant, journalist or news analyst, dominant narrator in the voice over capacity, secondary 

narrator in the voice over capacity, interpreter/translator, television celebrity or special guest, 

television participant experts, or television audience. 

Findings indicate that a majority of PWDs appeared as television celebrities or special guests 

(41.8%), followed by secondary narrators in the voice over capacity (21.7%) (see Table 5). The 

next category was PWDs appearing as experts on the program to share professional opinions, 

to explain certain things to participants or the audience, and to explain the position of the 

company or person they represented, at 10.7%. We can therefore infer that Abled Differently 

strives to cast PWDs in important roles on TV. Penas (2007) stated that very few people with 

disabilities work in the media industry, which poses a problem in the representation of PWDs. 
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Table 3: Role in the Program 

Role in program Frequency Percent 

Television's Presenter 20 8.2 

Television Presenter's Assistant 2 0.8 

Journalist or News Analyst 7 2.9 

Dominant narrator in the voice over capacity 12 4.9 

Secondary narrator in the voice over capacity 53 21.7 

Interpreter/Translator 11 4.5 

Television celebrity or special guest 102 41.8 

Television Participant Expert/Spokesperson 26 10.7 

Television Audience 11 4.5 

Total 244 100 

 

Abled Differently Program and Mainstreaming Disability in the Society 

To determine this, we considered the role PWDs who appeared on the program performed in 

the society. Findings indicate that most PWDs appeared as media professionals (40%) followed 

by education professionals (9.1%) (see Table 4).  

Table  4: Frequency Results on the Role in the Society 

Role in society Frequency Percent 

Media Professional 98 40.2 

Education Professional 22 9.1 

(NGO) Activist 21 8.6 

Other 21 8.6 

Entertainment Professional 20 8.2 

Student/Pupil 18 7.4 

Family Status 15 6.1 

Government Employee/Politician 7 2.9 

Religious Figure 6 2.5 

Homemaker 4 1.6 

Science or Technology Professional 4 1.6 

Health Professional 4 1.6 

Business Professional 3 1.2 

Service Worker 1 0.4 

Total 244 100 

Further, interviews with disability right activists indicated that the Abled Differently program 

played a major role in mainstreaming disability. One disability rights activists state that: 

Abled Differently program has led to the inclusion and change of perception on issues of 

Persons with Disabilities, advocacy and lobbying has been increased, those who are not 

aware of disability services are now seeking the services and societal attitude is changing 

bit by bit. 
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Another disability rights activists stated that: 

Media awareness is very essential in reaching out to the society, empowerment of persons 

with disabilities, caregivers and the society at large. Thus, from watching the program, 

the public can understand how to include persons with disabilities and how to ensure 

legislations at different levels are understood. 

We can infer that most PWDs were presented as professionals in the society. Although PWD 

are often regarded as needing “cure” (Hunt (1991) or viewed from the medical lenses where 

disability or impairments are seen as problems which should be ‘fixed’ with treatment (Barnes 

and Mercer, 2010), the Abled Differently program casts PWDs in active and professional roles 

in the program. The manner in which PWDs are portrayed and the frequency with which they 

appear in the media has an enormous impact on how they are regarded in society. ILO (2015) 

argues that portraying PWDs with dignity and respect in the media can help promote more 

inclusive and tolerant societies. Further, Barnes (1995) observes that many people do not 

understand disability issues as rights issues. This lack of awareness is a problem in the sense 

that the wider society may not have a positive attitude towards PWDs and this may slow down 

the process of their mainstreaming. Catlet (1993) asserts that policy issues that a country has 

put in place to address the plight of people with disabilities affects the attitudes that the wider 

society may have towards them. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, the study concluded that most stories in Abled Differently 

were framed in an optimistic tone. In addition, the program explored diverse interests of PWDs 

and did not limit itself to the common stereotypes about PWDs needing help or assistance. 

However, the most featured content was health/wellbeing/medicine which reveals a need to 

provide health content to PWDs. The program mostly features general news, which indicates 

a broad interaction with various disability stakeholders. However, there is a growing critical 

angle towards framing stories on PWDs, with a potential of challenging myths about PWDs. 

It also concluded that Abled Differently presented most PWDs as professionals in the society. 

The manner in which PWDs are portrayed and the frequency with which they appear in the 

media has an enormous impact on how they are regarded in society. Portraying PWDs with 

dignity and respect in the media can help promote more inclusive and tolerant societies. 

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations were made: There is need 

to increase the amount of varied content in the program. Further, the program mostly features 

general news. However, a more critical approach to stories regarding PWDs ought to be 

adopted because it has a potential of challenging myths about PWDs. Finally, Although the 

Abled Differently program presented most PWDs as professionals in the society, it is important 

to feature PWDs in normal roles also. Portraying PWDs with dignity and respect in the media 

can help promote more inclusive and tolerant societies. 
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